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CONFIDENTIAL WARSAW 2515 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PL XH 

SUB J : EVALUATION OF RFE/RL BROADCASTING 

REF: (A) WARSAW 2139, (B) 76 WARSAW 7822, (C) 76 WARSAW 7661 

1 . SUMMARY. THE POLISH SERVICE OF RFE/RL HAS CONTINUED TO GIVE 
LISTENERS COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF WORLD EVENTS AND HAS PROVIDED 
INFORMATION ABOUT DOMESTIC EVENTS NOT REPORTED IN THE POLISH 
MEDIA. WE BELIEVE RFE/RL'S DETAILED REPORTING HAS HELPED FORCE 
LOCAL MEDIA TO TAKE STANDS ON ISSUES THEY WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE 
IGNORED. AS A RESULT, RFE/RL HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF STEADY 
ATTACKS. CAREFUL ADHERENCE TO BIB BROADCASTING GUIDELINES AND 
INCREASED ATTENTION TO PROGRAMMING DETAILS ARE CALLED FOR AS 
BELGRADE 77 APPROACHES. END SUMMARY. 

2. RFE/RL REPORTING OF DOMESTIC EVENTS IN POLAND FOLLOWING THE 
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JUNE DISTURBANCES WAS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE SOURCE 
OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE POLISH PUBLIC. DETAILS ON 
WORKERS' TRIALS, PROTESTS WITHIN POLISH SOCIETY, AND MEASURES 
TAKEN AGAINST PROTESTERS WOULD HAVE GONE LARGELY UNREPORTED IN 
POLAND IF RFE/RL HAD NOT TRANSMITTED THEM. IN ADDITION TO THE 
NEWS, THE RADIO'S COMMENTARY ON DEVELOPMENTS PROVIDED THE KIND 
OF DETAILS AND BACKGROUND LISTENERS NEEDED. THE HANDLING OF 
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PROCURATOR GENERAL CZUBINSKI'S REPORT TO THE SEJM COMMISSION 
FOR INTERNAL AFFAIRS IN FACTS AND VIEWS (NO. 5120. NOVEMBER 3) 

IS AN EXAMPLE OF VERY EFFECTIVE REPORTING. 

3. RFE/RL COVERAGE OF POLISH DOMESTIC EVENTS WOULD BENEFIT FROM 
GREATER ATTENTION TO DETAILS AND STYLE. AS NOTED IN FACTS AND 
VIEWS NO. 5186, CATCHWORDS EVOKE STRONG RESERVATIONS IN THE MINDS 
OF MANY POLISH PEOPLE. RFE/RL SHOULD NORMALLY AVOID GRATUI- 
TOUS USE OF GENERAL REFERENCES SUCH AS "STALINISM' 1 OR "STALINIST 
METHODS", AS IN FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5186 OF JANUARY 24. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, SUCH TERMINOLOGY WAS USED EFFECTIVELY IN FACTS AND 
VIEWS NO. 5178 OF JANUARY 14, WHICH FOCUSED ON THE CONCRETE 
EXAMPLE OF CENTRALLY ORGANIZED "POPULAR INDIGNATION." SIMILARLY, 
THE USE OF THE WORD "TERRORIZE" SEEMS EXTREME IN DESCRIBING REGIME 
ACTIONS AGAINST INTELLECTUALS IN AN OTHERWISE SOUND COMMENTARY 
ON GIEREK S AMNESTY PROPOSAL IN FACTS AND VIEWS, NO. 5199 OF 
FEBRUARY 8. WE ALSO QUESTION THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE EMOTIONAL 
COLORING AND SWEEPING STATEMENTS FOUND IN SPECIAL PROGRAM NO. 

6750 OF JANUARY 2, REVIEWING THE YEAR'S EVENTS. 

4. OFFICIAL POLISH CRITICISM OF RFE HAS INTENSIFIED SINCE THE 
PRESIDENT'S REQUEST FOR INCREASED FUNDING FOR RFE/RL (REF A). 
COMMENTARIES ON PREVIOUS REGIME ATTACKS AGAINST "ANTI-POLISH 
FORCES" ABROAD (FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5105 OF OCTOBER 16, FACTS 
AND VIEWS NO. 5097 OF OCTOBER 7), AND IN FAVOR OF FREE EXCHANGE 
OF INFORMATION (FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5165 OF DECEMBER 28, 

FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5187 OF JANUARY 25, FACTS AND VIEWS OF 
FEBRUARY 18 M6) WERE EXCELLENT REBUTTALS. PARTICULAR CARE IN 
FUTURE PROGRAMMING IS NECESSARY TO AVOID PROVIDING AN OCCASION 
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FOR SUCH ATTACKS AS THAT ON RFE'S REPORTING ON MARIAN OLEDROWICZ 
(REF B). 

5. THE GOP OFFENSIVE AGAINST RFE/RL IS LARGELY BASED ON THE 
ARGUMENT THAT THE POLISH SERVICE IS STAFFED BY "SO-CALLED POLES" 
WHO LEFT BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TO THE NEW 
SOCIALIST SOCIETY. WHILE THE AVERAGE POLE DOES NOT SHARE THIS 
OPINION, HE REMAINS SENSITIVE TO CRITICISM FROM ABROAD, WHICH, 

IN HIS VIEW, COMES EASILY TO THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE TO COPE WITH 
THE PROBLEMS OF LIFE IN POLAND. AS A SMALL BUT NOT ISOLATED 
EXAMPLE OF EXAGGERATED CRITICISM, FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5102 
DECLARED THAT THE "TRUE ROLE OF THE MILITIA" WAS EXEMPLIFIED BY 
ITS BRUTALITY AND REPRESSION OF THE JUNE EVENTS, AN ASSERTION 
THAT DOES NOT AGREE WITH THE EVERYDAY EXPERIENCE OF MOST CITIZENS. 
FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5 1 14 OF OCTOBER 27 DEALT WITH THE SAME ISSUE 
WITHOUT RESORTING TO SUCH BROAD GENERALIZATION. 

6. RFE/RL EFFECTIVELY PROJECTS A POSITIVE IMAGE OF POLISH 
INTELLECTUAL LIFE ABROAD WITH SUCH EXCELLENT COVERAGE AS THE 
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MARCH 4 REPORTING ON THE VISIT OF KOLAKOWSKI AND MICHNIK TO ROME. 

7. WE AGAIN QUESTION THE DESIRABILITY OF TAKING SIDES IN THE 
ZNAK CONTROVERSY. BEGINNING WITH FACTS AND VIEWS NO. 5160 OF 
DECEMBER 20. AND REFLECTED IN THE DAILY BROADCAST ANALYSIS OF 
FEBRUARY 10. WE QUESTIONED A SIMILAR APPROACH DURING THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE LAST YEAR (76 WARSAW 2096) AND WERE GRATI- 
FIED BY THE IMPROVEMENT WHICH FOLLOWED (76 WARSAW 7366). IT IS 
WORTH NOTING THAT THE EPISCOPATE PREFERS TO TREAT THIS MATTER AS 
DISCREETLY AS POSSIBLE. 

DAVIES 
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